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Writing a Literary Analysis: Analyzing a
Short Story

A literary analysis is not merely a summary of a
literary work. Instead, it is an argument about
the work that expresses a writer’s personal
perspective, interpretation, judgment, or critical
evaluation of the work. This is accomplished by
examining the literary devices, word choices, or
writing structures the author uses within the
work. The purpose of a literary analysis is to
demonstrate why the author used specific ideas,
word choices, or writing structures to convey
his or her message.

Literary Term Quiz due Wednesday,
June 27, 2018

Short Story Reaction Paper due
Thursday, June 28, 2018
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